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we have denials, doubts, and questionings ; next, " Light on the 
Cloud;" then, "Duty Here and Now;" and finally, "Trust." 
The selections are in both prose and verse, the latter being more 
numerous and from a much wider range. Some of these have not 
the rarest literary merit, the editor being evidently more bent upon 
the substance of the message than upon its form. Every reader 
who is well acquainted with this range of thought will miss certain 
things which he values highly, more highly, possibly, than others 
that are given. In some cases we imagine that this is because the 
editor has not wished to trench on other collections of a some- 
what similar character. Only in this way can we account for the 
omission of such a splendid thing as Alfred Lyall's " Theology in 
Extremis," and Fitz James Stephen's unique expression, in the 
form of verse, of his most characteristic thought. And why not 
the crowning part of Browning's " Saul" ? 

Other omissions might easily be named, but it would be ungra- 
cious to name them, the collection is so rich, and one finds so 
many of the things that have befriended him in hours of bright- 
ness or of gloom. If the object of the editor was to woo the mind 
up from the darkened valleys of denial and doubt to the shining 
table-lands of hope and trust, his labor may not prove to have been 
in vain ; but, if it should, his book would still have a sufficient jus- 
tification. For what the doubting often crave is sympathy more 
than illumination : that their doubts should know that other men 
have doubted. The majority of these poems and other selections 
have the accent of reality. One reason why many of us like the 
expression of doubt more than the expression of faith is because it 
often has a truer ring. But in these last days there has been quite 
as much affectation of doubt and denial as of faith and trust, and 
it is hard to say which is the more deplorable. We have found 
some of the most encouraging things here among the most distrust- 
ful, as, for example, Turgenev's Dialogue of the Jungfrau and the 
Finsteraarhorn. A world-scheme so irrational as that of this dia- 
logue cannot be real. 

John W. Chadwick. 
Brooklyn. 

Voltaire et le Voltairianisme. Par Nourrisson, Membre de 
l'lnstitut. Paris, P. Lethielleux, 1896. 8vo. Pp. 670. 

Goethe is said to have called Victor Hugo's " Notre Dame de 
Paris" the most abominable book that ever was written. Had he 



Book Reviews. 267 

lived to read the present work he would have changed his mind. In- 
deed, there is no way of characterizing it but by saying that it is 
a cesspool into which the academic author has collected all the 
filthy and malodorous stories about Voltaire, his family and friends, 
that he could find anywhere, far or near. How any man, and 
especially how any man of reputed scholarship and culture, could — 
and in his old age, too — spend years of time in scenting out such 
ordure, it is impossible to conceive. Certain it is that he has made 
a loathsome spectacle of himself to the world, without in the least 
injuring the object of his spleen. To be sure, Voltaire was, in very 
many ways, far enough from being a saint or a hero. All the 
world knows that. But Voltaire did great, yea, inimitable work, 
in helping to dispel the thick clouds of cruel, degrading super- 
stition that overhung Europe for centuries ; and for this no one 
who is not in love with superstition and spiritual slavery — as our 
author, who apparently writes in the interest of Catholicism, seems 
to be — will fail to be duly grateful to him. Auf einen groben 
Klotz gehort ein grober Keil. Luther and Voltaire are the special 
bites-notres of fanatical Catholics, and have their memories kept 
green by periodical attacks from them. But these do no harm, 
and so need not be refuted. Indeed, no one who respects his own 
stomach would dream of burrowing in this pool of filth in order to 
find out how much of it can fairly be referred to Voltaire and his 
friends. There is only one encouraging thing about this book. 
It bears testimony to the impotent rage of superstition in the 
presence of ever-advancing free thought. 

Thomas Davidson. 
New York. 

On Human Nature: Essays (partly posthumous) in Ethics and 
Politics. By Arthur Schopenhauer. Selected and translated by 
T. Bailey Saunders, M. A. London: Swan Sonnenschien & Co. 
Pp. 132. 

This is the seventh of the small volumes of Schopenhauer essays 
selected and translated by Mr. Saunders, and philosophically the 
most interesting. It constitutes a brief and popular exposition of 
the ethical doctrines originally set out in the fourth book of " The 
World as Will and Idea" and in the two essays on the Fundamen- 
tal Problems of Ethics. The selections are drawn from the chap- 
ters on Ethics and Politics which are to be found in the Parerga 
and in posthumous writings. Mr. Saunders has divided the chap- 



